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Separatist Asks for Immunity Witness Takes the Fifth Before 
Grand Jury 


Diana Baldwin, Ed Godfrey | The Oklahoman | July 17th, 1997 


White separatist Dennis Mahon wants immunity from prosecution before answering questions for the Oklahoma 
County grand jury investigating a possible cover-up in the Alfred P. Murrah Federal Building bombing. 


Mahon, a leader in the White Aryan Resistance, said he took the Fifth Amendment when questioned by the grand jury 
Wednesday during the 40 minutes he appeared before them. 


Mahon said he told the grand jury only his name. 


He later told reporters that he asked prosecutors about being granted immunity from both state and federal 
prosecution. 


The Tulsan said he received a second subpoena and must appear before the grand jury Aug. 15. 


Kay Clarke, a half-sister to previous grand jury witness David Snider, testified Wednesday. Snider's supervisor and a 
co-worker also testified, The Oklahoman learned. 


Snider, 37, a warehouse worker, testified Monday at the Oklahoma County Detention Center, where grand jurors 
have been meeting. 


He claims to have seen Timothy McVeigh and another man in a Ryder truck in Bricktown 30 minutes before the 
bombing April 19, 1995. Clarke drew a sketch of the man from Snider's description. 


Snider presented the grand jurors with that sketch. He told The Oklahoman last week the man he saw that morning 
was Mahon. 


Snider said he saw Mahon on television and recognized him as the man he saw with McVeigh. 

He claims Mahon was wearing the same sunglasses on television that he wore the day of the bombing. 
Mahon was wearing sunglasses when he arrived to meet the grand jury Wednesday. 

Clarke declined comment about her testimony. 


Snider's supervisor and a co-worker reluctantly appeared before the grand jury after receiving subpoenas Tuesday. 
Both men refused to identify themselves to reporters. 


Mahon, 46, is the operator of Dial-A-Racist hot line and a former Ku Klux Klan leader. 


"It is my greatest wish to answer all their (the grand jury's) questions even if it takes days, but | have to have 
immunity,” Mahon said. "I have to protect myself." 


The grand jury convened June 30 after state Rep. Charles Key and the late Glenn Wilburn, who lost two grandsons in 
the bombing, were successful in petitioning for another investigation. The jurors are investigating their allegations of 
a larger conspiracy in the bombing. 


Timothy McVeigh, 29, was found guilty in federal court June 2 of blowing up the building using a fertilizer bomb in a 
Ryder truck. The bombing resulted in 168 known deaths. McVeigh was sentenced to death. 


Mahon's former girlfriend, Carol Howe, was a federal informant who claims she overheard Mahon and German 
national Andreas Strassmeir discuss bombing federal buildings. Mahon denies any involvement in the Oklahoma City 
bombing. 


Howe's attorney, Clark Brewster, said Wednesday she told federal Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms agents she had 
information of plans to blow up federal buildings. 


Howe is charged in Tulsa federal court with conspiracy, willfully making a bomb threat and possession of a 
nonregistered destructive device. Her trial will begin July 28. The charges are unrelated to the federal building 
bombing. 


Howe's statement has fueled conspiracy theories about the bombing, and Mahon contends that conspiracy theorists 
are using it to frame him. 


McVeigh's attorneys wanted Howe as a defense witness , but U.S. District Judge Richard Matsch ruled her testimony 
was irrelevant. That is one of the issues McVeigh's attorneys are raising on appeal. 


"| have never been in downtown (Oklahoma City)," Mahon said. "| am squeaky clean." 


Mahon arrived at the Oklahoma County Detention Center wearing a white cowboy hat and a tie decorated with 
Looney Toons cartoon characters. Mahon said he wore the tie because the grand jury and conspiracy theorists are 
loony. 


"This whole conspiracy bull causes me problems," Mahon said. "I do believe there were others involved with 
McVeigh. 


"lam radical. | am educated. The Army taught me well. There are a lot of guys out there in their 40s, Vietnam vets 
trained in some type of explosives. We don't bomb buildings full of people.” 


The grand jurors will meet today, but aren't expected to hear any witnesses. They will recess until Aug. 11. 
Staff writer Judy Kuhlman and The Associated Press contributed to this report. 
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